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Born in 1970, Dietmar Dath
lives in Freiburg and Berlin as
a writer and translator.
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Barbara Kirchner studied
chemistry in Freiburg, Mainz
and Chemnitz and obtained
her PhD at the University of
Basel. Before she accepted
the professorship for
theoretical chemistry at the
University of Leipzig, she
conducted research in
Germany, Switzerland and
Australia. Her field of activity

Tomorrow, everything is going to be better: Since the Age of Enlightenment, this
slogan identifies disciples of social progress, while those of the dark ages bark about
how everything was better in the olden days. Some bank on science and technology
to enhance freedom, wealth, education, and beauty, others on tradition, blood, land,
family, fatherland, and other such ancestral chatter so that it won’t all become even
worse than it already is.
This book claims that each period of time, each act, and each thought actually
contain more possibilities for self-improvement than is obvious on first glance. The
internal connection between the hidden degrees of freedom is what the book calls
»pedigree collapse«. The term denotes a model with which one may explain how
progress is realised in the efforts of actual people. It makes understandable why only
eras that allow for certain fallacies are able to find certain truths, and it shows that the
Enlightenment has bequeathed tools for emancipation, unknown even to itself, to
present times. And finally, it illustrates what it is that remains valuable about this
theory and other practical and theoretical legacies of the historical left until today.
En route to these findings, the book undertakes journeys into realistic research
and fantastical art, introduces known and unknown revolutions, wars, types of
injustice and of resistance, and sheds light onto periods of time for which it is
not easy to discern whether they are future, past, or present.
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spans from examining
solvents and reactions,
intermolecular forces and
molecular quantum
mechanical calculations of
interesting molecules to
programme development. She
is the editor of the volumes
Ionic Liquids and Multiscale
Molecular Methods in Applied
Chemistry in the series Topics
in Current Chemistry, for
which she also works on
Electronic Effects in Organic
Chemistry. She is co-editor of
the book series Lecture Notes
in Chemistry. In addition to
that, Barbara Kirchner also
writes for various daily
newspapers and magazines
(such as Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung,
Frankfurter Rundschau, Spex,
De-bug, Texte zur Kunst). She
has written one novel and, in
cooperation with Dietmar
Dath, two further books.
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